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Threats, abuse prompt female
MPs to leave UK parliament

18 Women Have Said They Will Not Contest Dec 12 Election

MeganSpecia

! London: Threats of sexual

¢ violence. Death threats. Racist
abuse, Female members of

. Britain’sparliamenthavelong
‘said that this type of vitrioiic
abuse, both online and off, is
increasingly commeon. Now,
several women who have deci-
ded not to run for reelection
when British voters go to the
polis next month said abuse,
threatsandacultureof intimi-
dation are significant reasons
theyareleavingparliament.

“T am exhausted by the in-
vasion into my privacy and
the nastiness and intimida-
tion that has become com-
monplace,”. Heidi Allen, a
member of parliament, wrote
in adetailed letierto hercons-
tituents explaining why she
will not be on the ballot. “No-
body in any job should have to
put up with threats, aggressi-
ve emails, being shouted at in
the street, sworn at on social
media, nor have to install pa-
nicalarmsathome.”

Allen is among more than
50members of pariiament, in-
cluding 18 wormnen, who have
said they will not stand in the
December 12 election. And
while that ratio roughly mir-
rors perliament’s overal] gen-
der breakdown, women’s
rights activists worry that
this climate could deter other
women from entering natio-
nal politics, reversing a trend
that had brought the propor-
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Activists fear this ctimate could deter women from entering politics

PM spars with rivals on Brexit, Trump

ritish PM Baris Johnson and opposition Labour Party leader

Jeremy Corbyn traded blows on Tuesday over Brexitand Donald
Trump at the onset of a bruising pre-Christmas election campaign.
Johnson's main rivat inthe snap Decernber 12 poll hasstruggledto
explain his position onBrexit. Labour’s new official stanceis to
negotiate a more EU-friendly withdrawal agreement with Brussels
and then let voters decide whether to back it or simply stayinthe EU.

“Now the time has come for you to come clean,” Johnson told
Corbyn in aletter released hy his office. Corbyn shot back that
Labour was puiting back to the people anissue that politicians have
teenunable to resolve for more than three years. He accused
Johnson of selling out British interests to US President Donald Trump
inan effort to strike a lucrative post-Brexit trade agreement. are-

tion of female lawmakers in
the House of Commons to an
all-timehigh of 32%.

Rights groups alse sabd
that an increasingly bitter po-

litical climate surrounding -

Brexit has fuelled the flames
— as did recent remarks by
PM Boris Johnson oi the tre
atment of female lawmakers.
In a pariiamentary debate in
Septernber, Johnson dismis
sed such threats as “humbug”

and said that lawmakers had
only themselves to blame for
the hostile political climate.
Many women in parlia-
ment— both those whowillbe

_candidates in the election and

those who will not —saidthey
have been subject to online
abuse, threats and intimida-
tion. “Sexually charged rheto-
ric has been prevalent in the
online abuse of female MPs,

with threats to rare usand re-

ferring to us by our genitalia,”
Carpline Spelman, a Conser-
vative lawmaker who is step
ping down after 22 years in
pariiament, wrote in an opi
nion piece in Times of Lon-
don. It is therefors notsurpri-
singthat so many goodfemale
colleagues have decided to
stand down at thiselection.”

The situation sven pro-
mpted 72 fernale members of
pariiament to sign a Ietter of
solidarity to Meghan, the Du-
chess of Susseyx, who has spo-
ken abowt the difficulty of
publiclifein Britain.

“We share understanding
of theabuse and intimidation
whichisnowsooftenusedasa
means of disparagingworen
in public office from getting
on with our very important
work,” theletter read.

Women of colour in parli-
ament were subjected to the
highest levels of online abu-
se during that campaign, the
report found. And nearly
half of the tweets examined
were directed at Diane Ab-
bott, aLabour lawmaker who
was the first black woman
elected {oparliament.

Some male politicians ha-
ve alse experienced threats of
viclence, online abuseand at-
tacks invecent years. A Labo-
urmember of parliament had
homophobic graffiti sprayed
on his office 1ast month, and
in 2010 another Labour
lawmaketr was stabbed by a
constituent. nyTNEWS SERVICE
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