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Gujarat anti-terror Bill
gets President’s nod

Controversial Bill was passed in 2015

PRESS TRUST OF [ND1A \( {
AHMEDABAD 3

President Ram Nath Kovind
has given his assent to the
‘Gujarat Control of Terro-
rism and Organised Crime
(GCTOC) Bill’, controversial
anti-terror legislation
passed by the BIP-ruled
State in blarch 2015

One of the key features
of the new Act is intercepi-
ed telephonic conversa-
tions would now be consl-
dered as  legitimate
evidence. The announce-
ment of the presidential as-
sent was made by Gujarat
Minister of State for Home
pradeepsinh  Jadeja on
Tuesday. The Bill, earlier
nanied as the Gujarat Gon-
trol of Organised Crime
Bill, failed to get the presi-
dential nod thrice since
2004 when Narendra Modi
was the Chief Minister of
the State. In 2015, the Guja-
rat government re-intro-
duced the Bill by renaming
it the GCTOC, but retained

controversial  provisions
such as empowering the
police to tap telephonic
conversations and submit

. them in court as evidence.

Mr. Jadeja said the provi-
sions of the Bill would
prove crucial in dealing
with terrorism and organ-
ised crimes such as con-
tract Lilling, ponzi
schemes, narcotics trade
and extortion rackets.

“One of the key features
of this Bill is that the inter-
cepted telephonic conver-
sations would now be con-
sidered legitimate
evidence. This Bill also pro-
vides for the creation of a
special court as well as the
appointment of special pu-
blic prosecutors. We can
now attach properties ac-
quired through organised
crimes. We can also cancel
transfer of properties,” he
said, Other provisions of
the Act is the admissibility
of confession made before
a police officer as evidence.
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