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Mallikarjun Kharge
Cong candidate for
RS polls from state

The veteran has won
Assembly elections
forterms

——
NEW DELHI, DHNS

G
ongresson Friday fielded
Cvcteran leader Mallikar-

jun Kharge as its candi-
date for the biennial elections
to the Rajya Sabha from Kar-
nataka,

Four Rajya Sabha seats in
Karnataka are falling vacanton
June 25 as the terms of
MVRajeevGowda, BK
Hariprasad (both Con-
gress), Prabhakar Kore |3
(BJP} and D Kupendra

Kharge, 77, served as Union
Minister in the Manmohan
Singh government frorm 2009-
14 andlater astheleader of the
Congress in the Lok Sabha
from 2(14-2019.

Kharge had won the Kar-
nataka Assembly elections

Reddy (JD-5) are com- Mallikarjun members is banking
ingtoanend. Elections  Kharge  on the support of Con-
to the Rajya Sabha are gress, which has sur-
scheduled for June 15. plus 24 votes after ensuring

for nine consecutive terms
" having served as Home Min-
ister, Revenue Minister, Rural
DevelopmentMinister and the
Leader of the Opposition from
1972-2008.

The veteran leader’s win-
ning streak was interrupted
when helostthe 2019 Lok Sab-
ha elections to Umesh Jadhav
of the BJP from the Gulbarga
constituency.

With68 membersintheKar-
nataka Assembly, Kharge'swin
in the Rajya Sabha elections is
almost certain. The party has
agreed to support the JD(S) if
it fields former prime minister

g HD Deve Gowda.

g8  The BJP with 117
members can ensure
victory of two candi-
dates. JD(S) with 34

Kharge’selection.

A candidate requires 44
votes to get elected in the Ra-
jya Sabha elections where the
electoral college comprises
members of the legislative as-
sembly. The last date for filing

of nominations is June 9/_,,
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