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BJP Congde tof Citizenship Bill passage
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The Citizenship Amendment
Bill cleared by the Union Ca-
binet on Wednesday is ex-
pected 1o be tabled in Parlia-
ment next week, While its
fate in the Lok Sabha is a for-
gone conclusion, the govern-

both Houses.”

Abstentions likely

The AIADMK,. which has 11

‘members, said that it has not
so far decided its stand. “We
have to obtain a copy of the
Bill based on which we will

Pakistan and Afghanistan
who have been living in India
for the past 25 years. This Bil]
will confer citizenship rights
on them,” party leader Na-
resh Gujral told The Hindu.
BSP leader Veer Singh told

The Hindu that the party has

1‘((3» - ment appears confident of consult our party before de-  not formulated its position
¥ — clearing it in the Rajya Sabha " ciding,” party leader A. Na- and is waiting for the draift
3 ) % t0o, where the numbers are L vaneethakrishnan said.  Bill to be circulated.

3 l; el tricky. . gt = 2 W AIAMDK sources, however, The Biju Janata Dal (7),
= 2 — '[‘hgse opposed to the (1341:;1 Tlakigg qu;}sgﬁns: U\Rfiocl? Hocrjne Minister Amit Shah speakingin  said that whilc;l explrlessing re- TRS] (16) and YSR Congress (2)
= include tie Congress the Rajya Sabha on Wednesday. -pr * servation on the Bill, the par-  are ikely to support the Bill.

‘TB) 3, ‘i membcfS), Trin:;moql an— . . . ' o ty may abstain or walk out, “I thipk as of now we are

i ?> o gress (13), Sam:_ywad! Pai ty }lally uncp]}slllulwna} since h_dve no ob]e.ctlonst to the indirectly helping the go- ‘ planning to support the Bill,

. 2 \/B (9), RID {4). Left parties (6), it uses religion as a criterion Bill, but we will decide once  vernment. but we have to go into the de-
ag 9 L DMK (5), AAP (3) and IUML, (o extend citizenship. we read the Bill,” Shiv Sena The other key ally, Janata  tails” TRS leader Keghava
w2 "‘:-E JD(S} and Kerala Congress The BJP with 81 members  leader Sanjay Raut told The Dal (), is conflicted on the  Rao said.

- L o 23 (M} (one cach), besides two  is currently the biggest party  Hindu. contentious Bill in view of Biswajit Daimary of the
"E s O ﬁ Independent membersanda  in the Rajya Sabha. Its erst- “As of 9.30 p.m. on Wed-  the upcoming Bihar Assemb-  Bodoland People’s Front (1)
Tt 1 & nominated member. while ally Shiv Sena, .which nesday night, the Trinamool ly election in November and K.G, Keniye of the Naga
€2 E?)l % 3)— It remains to be seen  has three member; i the  Purliamentary Party h.“sn’t 2020. Sources indicated that People’s Front (i) told The

W 5 @ =z whpther the  Congress, HOI‘JSG, l_1as not so far made  seen a copy c_)f the B_ll] as  the party may follow_ t_he Hindu thqt they will support
=W = uZJ which haa \_valked out of the up its mind, though sources passed by Union Cabinet”  AIADMK in ejther abstaining the Bill if Home Minister
b, - &: m Lok Sabha in ‘]anuaf{yI wheH saldllhe party saw] no reaso]n Trmz;(mool‘s RS floor leader  or walking out if it comes  Amit Shah's commitment to
Do = I an carlier version of the Bill  to change its earlier stand. Derek O Brien said. “From  down to vote. protect areas that fall under

,“:?5 ﬁ E E was prescented, will vote  The Shiv Sepa h_ad suppor@cd what‘ is being reported in the The Akali Dal, which has  sixth schedule of the Consti-

i & O against it in the Rajya Sabha.  theBill during its [ast outmg  media, BJP is bringing this  three members, is likely to  tution and exempt Inner
;S g ”5: ’[‘l"le party has 50 f:.ar main-  in t}l_e Lolf Sabha. “Itsnota  Bill t'olr cheap, narrow ppliii— support the‘BiIl. “We are for  Line Permit States from the
v s g tained that the Bill js essen-  political issue for ws. We cal gains. My party’s position  the Bil] primarily because  Act stands true. . éf/
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