FTOERT AR X3, BodnRcETe TR wgc&)m ol
KARNATAKA LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, RESEARCH AND REFERENCE BRANCH

YR BEWBAD
PAPER CLIPPINGS
9 &

qees3 / OReS : DEPARTMENT / SUBJECT: Pf?’tvtfc‘rmm}— Losa tom

TBO% BXS : NAME OF THE NEWS PAPER: 11 nnan eify Jnelie &m90% : DATE : |9 Y92 100

R

Safety measures in Parl may impede
opposition strategy to corner govt

Subodh.Ghildiyal c{
@timesgroup.com
mesgoup com

New Delhi: As Parliament
gears up to meet in the sha-
dow of the coronavirus pan-
demic, the opposition camp
. isworried that precautiona-
! ry measures and scattered
: seating arrangements will
i seriously impede their stra-
i tegy to “effectively” hold
! the BJP government to ac-
¢ count. The cancern is main-
¢ lyabout distancing. Not on-
: ly will the members be sea-
| ted at distance, some of the
: Lok Sabha MPs will also be
i placed in Rajya Sabha
. chamber from where they
i will connect with the Chair
i through a screen. “Protests
i or pressure tactics to force
i the issue appearsout of qu-
. estion,” said amember.

; In normal sessions, the
: Ovpposition parties are bun-
i ched together in the two Ho-

¢ uses and the members too

¢ sitclosetoarchother, which
: it surn neips cnom oo ise

Not only will the
members be seated
at distance, some of
_the Lok Sabha MPs
wilt also be placed in
Rajya Sabha
chamber from where
they will connect
with the Chair
through a screen

“noisy protests” or employ
“group pressure” to push
their demandfordiscussion
on an issue or o intervene
in the speeches from treasu-
ry benches.

“A session being held in
the shadow of an economic
disaster, seriously questio-
nable handling of the pan-
demic and the Chinese ag-
gression would have put the
government on the mat. It
was set to be the noisiest.
But the paradox is that now
it may turn out to be the
mest v ace ulone! aCony

ress membersaid.

Attendance is another
questionthat the opposition
isgrappling with. Thereisa
concern that some MPs,
especially the elderly, may
choose to skip the Parlia-
ment session out of fear of
infection.

For the posi-2019 oppesi-
tion which is anyway very
small, abstentions may furt-
her shrink their effective-
ness. Congress deputy lea-
der in LS Gaurav Gogoi sa-
id, “Any concern from the
members is understandab-
le, We are witnessing thisin
the standing committea me-
etings also.” According to
him, despite the handicaps,
the parties are determinad
tomake the session count.

The AICC sub-group on
ordinances passed by the
Modi government has sub-
mitted its report te the
Congress chief and has de-
cided to protest four of them
_ three on agriculture and
cieonREL
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