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Questlon hour junked
in several assembhes

Akhilesh.Singh
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Though Cong-
ress and some other opposi-
tion parties are demanding
that there should be a ques-
tion hour during the monso-
on session of Parliament,
the process has bm
ded In several states where
short assembly sessions to-
ok place recently due the Co-
vid-19 situation.

Government sources sa-
id the latest state to do away
with question hour was West
Bengal where Trinamool
Congressisinoffice, quite in
contrast to the demand rai-
sedby its Rajya Sabha leader
Derek OBrien who called
thedecision tonot have ques-
tion hour during the upco-
ming Parliament session
“murder of democracy”,

West Bengal Speaker Bi-
man Banerjee on Friday con-
firmed in Kolkata that there
would be no question hour
ing vz twe-day  ession
foiseptisbere .

Since Maioa, assombly
sessions ranging from one to
threedayswereheld in Andh-
ra Pradesh (June 16-18), Kera-
la (August 24), Punjab (Au-
gust 28), Rajasthan (three sit-
tings between August 14-21)
and Uttar Pradesh (August
20-22). Government sources
sald even Maharashtra was
mulling a session soon but

Far the first time in istory. the premises of both Houses of

Parliament will be used for the running of each House

without question hour. One
assembly passed morethana
dozenbillsin aday.

“There is a concerted ef-
forttospread propagandare-
garding question hour in the
monscon session of Parlia-
ment. Let some of the oppo-
sition leaders give answers
to what assemblies have be-
en doing,” & senior govern-
ment functionary said as he
questioned adoption of "do-
uble standards".

H:z said 1t sheuli also b=
note . thattierewe. < agsrz-
ciai wientions and calling ar-
tention motions in most as-
semblies that met in the re-
cent past. “Opposition lea-
dersshould answer why they
are violent in the case of the
Centre while remaining si-
lent on states. Why are they
not vocal for local assembli-
esto discuss question hour,”
aleader asked.

The government will give
written replies to 160 unstar-
red questions in the coming
session. "This effectively me-
ans the government will re-
ply 1,120 questions every we-
ek. Besides, every day, there
wiil bespecial mentions upto
10 innumber, and 10 zero hour
mentions will be allowed by
thechair Inaddition, thecha-
ir will allow short duration
discussions on issuessuch as
Covid-18, economy and other
Brapartand 1sses,” a Rijya
Sibhazyicess 1.

itwas pointeq vt thut Par-
liament was meeting amid ve-
ry trying circumstances and
the presiding officers did not
want to prolong the risk for all
who attended. It was decided
todoaway with the presenceof
a large number of officials in
the galleries of the House du-
ring question hour in view of
theneed for social distancing.




