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rRESH IMPETUS? HK Kumaraswamy, Madhu Bangarappa Take Over As President, Working President

ikhil made head of JD(S) youth wing as
randpa keeps plum posts within family

‘Induct prez in coordination panel’

Times News NETWORK
s7)9-) 1 9

RBengaluru: [mq thana couple
of months atter the Lol Sabha
poils debacte, JD(S) supremo
HT} Dreve Guwrdia brushed aside
criticism that he favours and
promotes gnly family mem-
bers, appointing grandson and
chief minister HD Kumaras-
wamny s soh Nikhil as president
of the party’s state vouth wing.

Sakleshpur MLA, HE Ku-
maraswamy, was appointed
state party president, while
former MLA Madhu Ban-
garappa was named working
president m Thursday. Ku-
maraswamy replaced
AH Vishwanath, who stepped
tlown citing poor health, while
leln[ replaced Bangar appa.

Nikhil's elevation expect-
edly triggered ripples, but it
came from an unexpected
quarter —- from another of
(rowida's giandson. Hassan
MP Prajwal Revanna claimed
he was unaware of his cous-
in's new assiynment.

“I know only about the ap-
rintments ¢f Kumaraswamy
and Machu,” Prajwal told re-
porters in New Dellvi when his
reaction was sought on his
cousin's new role. “T have no
information on Nikhil's eleva-
tion as head of party’s state
unit.,” An hour later, though,

Prajwal was singing another

CLALNISH LOT: JB(S) supremo HD Deve Gowda and grandson
Niihil Kumaraswamy at the function in Bengaluru on Thursday

CHANGE OF GUARD: Outgoing
chief AH Vishwanath crowns
HK Kumaraswamy the new
president of ID(S} in
Bengaluru on Thursday

tune, ingisting in a statement
that he wasn't unhappy with
Nikhil’s appeintinent.

On Thursday, at a simple
unction at the party’s office
in Bengaluru, Vishwanath
handed party flags to Kuman-
aswanty, Macdhu and Nikhil in
the presence of Gowda, ML.C

-Basavaraj Horatti and other

senior leaders of the party.
The Sakleshpur {egislator,
a five-time MLA, is a sched-

 utgoing state JD(S)

president AH Vishwanath
reiterated his demand to include
state presidents of the Congress
and the JD(S) in the
coordination committee, which
was set up to ensure smooth
functioning of the coalition
government. Former chief
minister and Congress
Legislature Party leader
Siddaramaiah heads the panel.

“Siddaramaiah should be
ashamed of not having
presidents of both parties as
members of the cornmittee,”
Vishwanath said. Vishwanath
has been fighting for the
inclusion of presidents in the
panal ever since ke took over as
JD(S) president, but
Siddaramaiah has ruccessfully
stalled those efforts. The two
barely see eye-to-aye. mn

uled caste and has been a loyal
JD(S} worker. “Kumaraswa-
my’s immense political experi-
ence will help the parwy.”
Gowda said. Gowda also hoped
Madhu and Nikhil would to-
gether to make the party ap-
pealing to youth.

Unexpected tumn

Nikhil claimed his elevation
to the post of youth president
was unexpected, but vowed to
strengthen the party and meet
expectations,

“Tam speechless,” he said,
soon after being installed. T
got a telephone call at 11am
today informing e Iam being
made youth wing president
and Doddavaru (Gowda) him-
self came on the line and
asked me come (o' the office.”

Admitting the new task
will not he easy, Nikhil said he
has been listening to his
grandfather talk about his po-
litical experience for “four to

five hours a day” over the past
45 days. “This will help me.”
he said. “Thad told party hoss-
es to give the post to someone
ouiside the family [but they
reposed faith in nwe].”

Asfor his defeat from Man-
dya constitueacy in the Lok
Sabha elections, Nikhil said:
“Mandya will be my janima
and kgring bhooiniin the com-
ing days.” On whether he
would continue his work in
films, Nikhil merely said cin-
ema was his passion.

Othernew office bearers of
the party include: MN Nabi, K
Gopalaiah, R Manjunath (vice-
presidents), MN Noor Ahmed
(working president, youth
wing), Sharanagouda
Kandalkur (secretary-general.
youth wing), Narasimhanuun-
thy (vice-president, youth
wing), CT Sureshbabu (presi-
dent, state booth committee)
aind Nasir Bagwan (president,
partv’s minority cell).



