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Court glves Speaker a week to inform when he W‘H deCJde
KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL ./U-J
NEW DELHI TN e
The Supreme Court on Tues- <X 54
day gave Tamil Nadu Speak- 5y
er P. Dhanapal a week’s time
to inform when he will take
cognisance of the disqualifi-
cation petitions filed under
the Tenth Scheduile (anti-de-
fection law) against Deputy
Chief Minister O. Panneer-
selvam and 10 other . o S
AIADMK MLAs for votng w—nv%@mh_ i P
against the confidence mo-  o#ering support: A file photo of ALADMK teader K. Pandlarajan
tion moved by Chief Minister  with O. Panneerselvam at the latter's residence in Chennai.
:  Edappadi Palaniswami in Fe- ' . : L
" bruary 2017. - Speaker’s inaction, repeat- -er, it has to be cured,” Chief
A three-judge Bench, led  edly asking why he kept the  justice Bobde addressed Mr.
by Chief Justice of India S.4.  disqualification  petitions  Narayan.
Bobde; asked Tamil Nadu pending for three whole However, the court made
Advocate General Vijay Na-  years without even issuing it clear that it had no inten-
rayan and Additional Advo- notice. don to “go wandeTing into
cate General Jayanth Muthu- “The three-year delay was the Speaker’s jurisdiction”
raj to confer with the unnecessary. You[Speaker] of deciding anti-defection
. Speaker and report back on  needed to have taken action.  petitions.
: February 4. . - Prime fadie, if there is inac- . ;
/ The court questloned the  tion onthe part ofthe Speak-  CONTINGED ONY PAGE 2 / e



