BENGALRURU, DHNS

he Cabinet on Thurs-

day decidedtoereci 118

km of rail barricadesat
a cost ¢f Rs 100 crore inside
Nagarahole, Bandipur and
other forests to prevent con-
flict between wild elephants
and humans.

In all, the government has
atargetofputting up 515.50
km of rail barricades to pre-
vent elephants from enter-
ing human habitats over the
next three vears at a cost of
Rs 628 crore.

“To mitigate the elephant
menace and find a perma-
nentsolution t¢the man-an-
imal conflict, it has been de-
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porters. The
will cut tnruugh tne forests
ofNagarahole Tiger Reserve
(24 km), Bandipur (17 km),
Madikeri (19 km), Virajpet
(3km), Male Mahadeshwara
in Kollegal (13 km), Cauvery
Wildlife Sanctuary in Kolle-
gal (15 km), Ramanagara (6
km), Bannerghatta Nation-
al Park (15 km) and Hassan
(6 km). Madhuswamy said
the governiment wanted to
use rail barricades as earli-
er methods to prevent wild
elephants from strayinginto
human habitats - the use of
barbed wires, for example -
were unsuccessful.

Last year, the Supreme
Courthad directed Karnata-
katoremovespikesinplaces
frequentzd by wild elephants
on a PIL filed by conserva-
tionist Préina Singh Bindra
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SUt Cﬁmn‘iftm“r‘der chief minist

.ncﬁn‘";as for "mege indusirial projects.
B Torecommend release of 20 prisoner
150th birth anniversary of Gandhi.

& Compensation of Rs 10 lakh to the Tamily of farmer Subbanna
who died after being accidentally shot during KSRP training.

& Rs 500 hike in the manthiy honorarium of Asha workers, with
which they will totally receive Rs 6,500.

& Filling up 239 tanks at acost o Rs 504 Crore in Haver district.
& Rs 12 crore to upgrade biood banks and storage centras,

& Additional notebooles and stationery for 824 residential
institutions under the Social Welfare department at a costof
Rs 26 crore with an exemption for tendering.

toavoid any cruelty tothem.
“The state government
has installed used-rail barri-
cades in some rough terrain
including black cotton soils.
However, there are still some
smail gaps in the barricades,
which cannot be sealed by
these structures. In such ar-

eas, spikes were being used
to deter elephants from en-
tering habitations.” the state
government had told the top
court in an affidavir. “For
every one km of railway bar-
ricade,” Madhwwarm said,
“the government wi n°ed~
Rs1.20 crove.”




