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~ soppn parties agreed
0 scrap question hour’

Except TMC's Derek O'Brien, All Gave Consent: Joshi

New Delhi: There will be no
question hour, a curtailed ze-
ro hour and no private mem-
bers' bills during the upcom-
ing monsoon session of Par-
liament, the Lok Sabha and
Rajya Sabha secretariats
have decided. 'In normal
course, ministers concerned
raspond to oral questions on
the floorof the House.
Parliamentary affairs
minister Prathad Joshi said
thedecision to scrapquestion
hour during the monsoonses-
sion was taken after most op-
position parties gave their
consent. The government ar-
gued that accommodating
question hour would require
the presence of a large num-
ver of officials which would
makeitdifficult toobserveso-
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Arjun Ram Meghwal, V Mu-

. raleedharan andThadspoken
! tpevery party regarding this.
: Except for TMC’s Derek
. O’Brien, all others agreed to
| gcrap question hour,” Joshi
: said.Theminister added that
: he has now suggested to Lok
. Sabha speaker Om Birla and
° Rajya Sabha chairman M

Venkaiah Naiduto limit zero
hour to 30 minutes. “They
will take the final decision.
We have requested the speak-
er to take unstarred gques-
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Times View: questionhou

risone ofthe fundamentals of

patliamentary proceedings. it enablesthe Oppositionto do itsjob,
whichisimportant forany heaithy democracy. Jrue,theseare
extraordinary times, butthe government could have strucka
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~tng tha nymberof ministries
vendzsandtrereby nenur Jer of

tions,” he added.

The move had triggered a
row with opposition jeaders
referringtoitasan assaulton
democracy. While Congress’s
leader in Lok Sabha, Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury, had writ-
ten to Birla opposing the
move, Rajya Sabha leader of
opposition, Ghulam Nabi
Azad, had agreed it would be
difficult to accommodate
guestion hour since the

House would sit only for four :
hours a day Congress’s Anand :
Sharma had tweeted his reser- ]
vations, calling the decision “ar- i
bitrary, shocking and undemo- :
cratic”. “Parliament sessions i
are not meant only for govern- :
iment business, but alse scrutiny
and accountability of govern- :
ment,” he said on Twitter. The :
monsoon session of Parliament !
isscheduled to begin on Septem- :
ber14and sittilOctoberl. /



