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Questlon Hour droppedin LS -
- schedule of monsoon session |

TH-t2. 09
In view Of the pandenm pmate IMCITiDers business also given a miss
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The Lok Sabha Secretariat

New timetable - Move upsets

The monsoon session, which was delayed by the pandemic,

bn Wednesday officially re-
leased the schedule for the
monsoon Parliament session
that starts on September 14,
with Question Hour being
dropped.

Opposition leaders, in-
cluding Congress leader in
the House Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury, had written to
Speaker Om Birla not to cur-
tail Question Hour as it
amounted to “encroaching
upon a member’s right” and

. denied them an gpportunity
to question the government.

In view of the COVID-19
pandemic, private members
business, usually fixed for
every Friday, has also been
skipped.

‘Extraordinary situation’
Asked about protests from
the Opposmon on Question

R —— feri vy g
U@n g L oadeaso e Miniy
ler Pranash Javadexa saia
Parliament was being held in
the midst of an extraordin-
ary situation. He said his col-
league, Parliamentary Af-
fairs Minister Pralhad Joshi,
was in touch with all parties,
holding talks and would up-
date at an appropriate time.

In a statement late in the
evening, Mr. Joshi said the
Lok Sabha Speaker and Ra-

will commence on Septernber 14 and end on October 1. it
will have 18 sittings, including on Saturdays and Sundays

Sept. 14:
Sam.tolpm.

LOK SABHA
SCHEDULE o5

c) The proposal t'o

exclude Question

Hour is arbitrary and
undemocrafic, ft is

;rom Sept. 15: members’ privilege and

p-m. to 7 p.m. h the very life of a session
“ 4 . N EARMN - i ANAND SHARMA, Cangress MP

Sept. 14: The Parliamentary Affairs

3pm.to7pm. 6) Minister and the Defence Min-

From Sept. 15: ister spoke to the parties

Sam.tolpm.  and they all supported

Both Houses this move, But now N

will be suddenly they have

disinfected changed their stand

between 7 p.m. ANIL BALUNI, BJP MP

and 3 p.m.

jya Sabha Chairman Ven-
kaiah Naidu were discussing
the possibility of allowing
unstarred quesuons answ-
ef" 22 Tl oa . givel in

rrigreg el Lud nt}‘e Lioor
of tire House. Mi. Joshi also
said that except Trinamool
Congress leader Derek O
Brien, other leaders didn’t
strongly object to cancelling
the Question Hour.

Mr. Joshi said they had re-
quested the presiding offic-
ers of both Houses to have
Zero Hour — when an MP can
raise any important issue —
for at least 30 minutes.

The session will have stag-
gered timings to accommo-
date members of one House
in both chambers and follow
steict poysical  distancing
norns. Oa the fir st day, the
Lok 3abha, will have pro-
ceedings from 9 am. to 1
p.m. From September 15 to
October 1, it will sit from 3
p-m. to 7 p.m. Similarly, on
September 14, the Rajya Sab-
ha will sit from 3 p.m. to 7
p.m. From the second day, it

will transact business bet- -

ween 9 am. and 1 p.m.
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¢ -The government’s decision
¢ to suspend Question Hour
. in the monsoon session of
¢ Parliament triggered wi-
. despread outrage among
: Opposition parties, which
¢ accused the government of
. using the pandemic as an
© excuse to do away with any
: form of accountability.

Floor leader of the Con-

. gress in the Lok Sabha Ad-
¢ hir Ranjan Chowdhury
i urged the government to
© revisit its decision. Ques-
: tion Hour was an impor-
i tant instrument for both
.. the Opposition and the
i treasury benches, he said.

“Delzyed monsoon 3es-
sion it one of special signif-

¢ icance after the lockdown
i and phased unlocking. The
¢ proposal to exclude Ques-
¢ tion Hour is arbitrary,

-1 shocking and undemocrat-
¢ ic. It is members’ privilege
: and the very life of a ses-
sion,”
¢ deputy leader in the Rajya
: Sabha Anand Sharma.
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The “two-hour break bet- sittings, which includes two
ween' 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. working Saturdays and Sun-
would be used to disinfect ~ days each, and will end on
both the chambers, saidan Octoberl .
official. Deputy Leader of the Lok
Earlier, as reported by gabha and Defence Minister
The Hindu, tWo four-hour Rajnath Singh had reached
slots (10 a.m. to 2 p.m- and4 out to senior Opposition
p.m.-8 p;m.}were under dis-  leaders, including Leader of
cussion for staggered tim- the Opposition in the Rajya
ings for the two Houses to Sabha Chulam Nabi Azad,
meet instead of simultane- M. Chowdhury and Trina- -
ous proceedings. mool’s Derek o'Brien before
The session will have 18 finalising the plans.
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