" No Qr estion Hour in monsoon session

Centre for ZeroHr

‘after

Opposition pre ;ﬂsts_

P

SAGAR KULKARNI
NEW DELHI, DHNS

~J Yhe upcoming Monsoon
Session of Parliament
beginning September 14
willnothavethe QuestionHour,
andashorter duration for mem-
bers to raise matters of public
importance. This has prompt-
edthe Oppositionto accusethe
government of “murdering de-

mOCI“uL, E

The lwi ‘ght-longmonsoon
sessio.:wil emarked bysever-
alfirsis ~h as sittings of both
the Hr us. on Saturdays and
Sundays. *t: ggered timings for
the Lo! ».oha and the Rajya
Sabha 1nst. 1d of simultaneous
proce=amng and strict restric-
tions ¢~ - vement on Parlia-
ment;T<mi €s,

“Thes . - will be no Question

.’,
s

Hour and private members’
business during the session,” a
Rajya Sabha notification said.

Opposition parties, including
Congress, Trinamool, DMK,
had attacked the Modi govern-
ment for scrapping the Ques-
tion Hour and snatching the
right of members to question
the government.

Facing ctiticism fromthe Op-
position, Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Prahlad Joshi said ke
had suggested to the Lok Sab-
ha Speaker and Rajya Sabha
Chairman to allow Zero Hour
during the session and permit
unstarred questions. Members
raise matters of urgent public
importance during the Zero
Hour.

Not running away from debate in
Parliament: Pralhad Joshi -

Under attack from the Opposition, Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Pralhad Joshion Wednesday said the Modi
government was not running away from debates and

all political parties except the Trinamool had agreed to
drop the Question Hour during the monsoonsession of
Parliament.

Joshi said holdmg the Question Hour during the trun-
cated monscon session of Parliament would have led to
crowding in the officers’gallery as ministry officials have
tobe present to assist the ministers. -

“ “All political parties except Trinamool had agreed to -
drop the Question Hour,” the minister said terming the -
Opposition criticism of the governmentas “unfair”,

On the first day of the mon- meet from 9.00amto1.00 pm
soonsession,the Lok Sabhawill and the Rajya Sabha from 3.00

pm,.to 7.00 pm. For the rest of
the:duration of the session tiil
Ochber 1, the Rajya Sabha
wonld meet in the mornings
andl.okSabhaintheafternoon.

Thetwo-hour breakbetween
will be used to disinfect cham-
bers of both the Houses.

However, the decision to
scrap the Question Hour and
private members’ business has
not gone down well with the
Opposition.

“Opposition MPs lose the
right to question the govern-
ment. A first since 19507 Par-
liament overall working hours
remain the same so why cancel
Question Hour? Pandemic ex-
cusetomurder democracy,” Tri-
namool Congressleader Derek

O'Bricn said.

Cor gress leader in the Lol
Sabha Adhir Ranjan Chow
dhury had already written :
letter to Speaker Om Birla pro
testing the decisiontoscrapth
Question Hour,

“Werequestthegovernmen
to reconsider the decision,
Chowdhury said adding tha
Defence Minister Rajnath Sin
ghhad soundedhimoutbefore
hand about the changes citin;
the Covid-19 pandemic.

“BJP government’s decisior
to suspend the Question Hou:
for the entire session convey.
just orie message —even elect
edrepresentativeshavenorigh
to questton the government,
DMK member Kanimaozhi said
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