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BENGALURU, DHNS )

mayor and deputy mayor

posts at the Bruhat Bengaluru
Miahanagara Palike amid some
drama. Making a clean sweep, the
party wrested power from the Con-
5 ess-JD(S) coalition which held the
reins for four consecutive years.

M Goutham Kumar, two-time
BJP corporator from Jogupalya
Ward (No. 89), was elected as the
55rd mayor of Bengaluru while CR
Rammohan Raju, a BJP corporator
trom Bommanahalli, was chosen his
deputy.

“merging as a dark horse in
a tough fight between two top
omtenders of BJP, Goutham sprung

VThe BJP on Tuesday won the

New mayor M Goutham Kumar
(left) and his deputy C R Rammohan
Raju after winning the efections on

Tuesday. DH PHOTO/S K DINESH

asurprise with his selection as
BJP’s mayoral candidate. Goutham
defeated Congress candidate R S
Sathyanarayana by a simple major-
ity and became the first mayor of

alike; Goutham Kumarmayor Raju deputy

=

Bengaluru with North-Indian roots.

A commerce graduate, Goutham
belongs to the minority Jain com-
munity. Goutham’s family moved
from Hajivas in Beawar district of
Rajasthan and settled down in Siru-
guppa in Ballari 1946. They later
shifted to Bengaluru. The (amily
runs the Vijay Kumar Kawarlal Jain
Junior College in Siruguppa.

Goutham is the youngest of five
brothers and two sisters and hig wife
Rekha is a home-maker. His daugh-
ter studies in Class 12 while the son
isin Class 5.

Goutham faced anxious moments
when ‘rebel’ candidate Padmanab-
ha Reddy filed his nomination. He
heaved a sigh of relief when Reddy
backed out minutes before the vot-
ing in a dramatic turn of events.

-— N

A loyal BJP worker, Goutham has
been associated with the RSS since
ayoung age, Climbing the polmcal
ladder, Goutham worked at various
levels of BJP’s youth wing and the
Bengaluru unit of the BJP. In fact,
hewas an aspirant for a ticket from
Shantinagar during the last Assem-
bly elections.

Sharing his plans for the city
soon after being elected as mayor,
Gontham said he would focus on
ensuring a complete ban on plastic
and decongesting the city’s roads.

Raju, the new deputy mayor, is a
corporator from Bommanahalli and
a native of Bengaluru. A diploma
holder in civil engineering, Raju has
been an active worker in various
ranks of BJP for several years. )
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SANDESH M3 &
MANOS SHARMA
NGALURY, DHNS

F W ¥herewashigh drama in-
gfside the chamber of BJP
councillor Padmanabha
Reddy an hourbeforethe may-
oralpolls on Tuesday.

Reddy, who bad filed his
nomination for the post, was
vrgod nowa deaw trom the
race at a closed-door meet-
ing held by Chilkaballapur
BJP MP B N Bachhe Gowda,
Bengaluru BJP MLAs Uday
Garudachar, S R Vishwanath,
Satish Reddy aindiormer WMILA
Muniraju, who tried to
conwinee himaboui the party’s
decision.

Half an hour after the
ng, Revenue Mimerer R
ka. alony with parry gen-
b secretary Ravi Kumar,
mngaluru South MLA Kr-

"'ldppa and Bengaiuira Cen-

//’
v

tral MP P C Mohan, arrived at
PadmanabhaReddy’s cabin to
address the madia.

Soon after he sat on the
chair, Ashokamoved the name
board of Reddy aside, categor-
ically conveyingthe decision of
the party.

“We had asked two people
to file nominations for the

sy tost This € el
was taken as a precautionaiy
measure so as not to lose out
to the cpposition. However,
our first choice was Goutham
Kumar. Padmanabha Reddy
will withdraw hisnomination.”

Goutham Kumar was sub-
sequently clected the mayor.

Later, Chief Mimnister B S
Yediyurappa attributed the
triumph ar BBMP 1o state BJP
presiden: Nalin Kumar Kateel.
Speaking toreporters in Mys-
ury, he said it was the first vic-
tory undier Kateel.

Revenue Minister R Ashoka greets new mayor M Goutham Humar and depuw mayor
CR Rammaohan Rajv after the BB\AP mayoral elections at the Kempegowda Council Hall
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Interestingly, BSY had on
Mondayremarked that he had
no role in the selection of the
mayoral candidate and that it
was up to Kateel.

Mo buzz for Cong, JD{s)

Contrary to the dramatic rurn
ofeventsonthe BIPside, there
was no buzz arnong former
coalition partners Congress
and JD(S). Ramalinga Reddy.
SoumyaReddyand KJ George
were seen casually moving
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around Congress ruling party
leader Abdul Wajid’s chamiber.

A handfut of JO(S) corpo-
rators were at a closed-door
meeting at Nethra Narayan's
chamber.

However, despite the stand-
offby JD(S) members over the
fight againsi the BJP, Manjula
NSwamyfrom Laggerewards
aid KDevadas from BTM Lay-
out wards boycotted the elec-
tions, saying the polls were be-
ingzheldinanuncenstiiutional

VLB RHOTD/S KONMESLH

way that cost two votes for the
coalition candidates.

Whip issued
According to Congress and
JD(S) corporators, a whip
was issued by the respective
high commands to cast their
votes for R S Sathyanairayan
(Congress) who was nomi-
nated for the mayoral post
and Gangamma (JD-S) wh
was nominated for the dapu‘f‘
mayor’s post. -
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