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NEW DELHI, DHNS

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday recalled its
March 20, 2018 judge-
ment that had ° “diluted” the
provisions of the Act related
to atrocities on Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes
by bringing in measures like
anticipatory bail, preliminary
inquiry and approval before
the arrest of theaccused.

A bench of Justices Arun
Mishra, M R Shah and BR
Gavai held that the direc-
tions in the case pertaining to
Scbeduled Castes and Sc‘led
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2We cannot look at ever %
~ complaint with doubt

s |t cannot be'presumed thatan
SC/ST would inflictinjury upon
“himseif and lodge a false report

o Untouchability has not vanished inthe last 70 years

Atrocities) Act, 1985 amount-
ed to “encroaching on a field
which is reserved for the leg-
islature” and “would cause
several legal complications”,
besides delay in timely com-
pletion of the investigation.
“It would be against ba-
sic human dignity to treat
all members of the SC/ST
community as liars or crooks
and we cannot lcok at every
complaint with doubt,” the
bench said, in contrast to the
previousjudgement authored

by Justice A K Goel (since re-
tired) who had notedrampant
misuse of thelaw.

The Union government
hassoughtreconsiderationof
the judgement, which caused
massive political outrage. It
said the verdict would have
wide ramifications as the SC/
STsstill remained vulnerable
and were denied their civil
rights.

Parliament had already
on August 9, 2018 passed the
Amrendment Act to overturn

the apex courtorder.

Initsplea, the government
said, “The judgement would
shake theveryobjective ofthe
mechanism to prevent atroc-
ities and cause a miscarriage
of justice even in deserving
cases.”

Agreeingtothe contention,
the bench said there may be
certain cases which may be

a1se thatcanbea brm..nd for

terference by the court,but
the law cannot be changed
dueto such misuse.

“It cannot be presumed
that an SC/ST person would
inflictinjury upon himselfand
lodge a false report only to se-
cure monetary benefiis or to
takerevenge,” thecourt said.

Giving a detailed analysis
of the “sufferings, ignominy
and abuse” faced by SC/STs,
the court said untouchability,
though intended to be abol-
ished, has notvanished in the
last70 years.
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