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July session in
CentralHalI? 1

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: With socﬁ
tancing norms in mind, the
next session of Parliament,
expected in July, may see
Lok Sabha vacating its
chamber for Rajya Sabha.

iament panel

xplores possibili

of virtual sessions
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and moving its p , h ]ﬁ)

tothe Central Hall. , J The same purpose B0 Mahtah recently wrote
The proposel, Which, pad o b seoved by LG e

will help spread out sitting ' ] shifting the sitting of Ra- 008 i pe . -

arrangements for leaders, jya Sabha to the much bigger Om Birla citing a list

i likely to be effected chamberof the LowerHouse. of 23 nations where

ahead of the monsoon ses- Themovewas discucsedat parfiaments were

sion of Parliament. . -a meeting on Mondsy be- — :
With a seating capacity, tween Rajya Sabha chairman  holding virtual meetings

of 800, Central Hall can a¢-
commodate the 543 mem-
bersof Lok Sabha whileen:,
suring adherence to physi:.
cal-distancingviorms,
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M Venkaiah Naidu and Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla. The
two presiding officers also
discussed the possibility, in
the long term, of helding vir-
tual sessions of Parliament,
allowing members to particl-
pate in the proceedings from
wherever they are.

BJD leader Bhartruhari
Mahtab recently wrote to Bir-
la citing a list of 23 nations
where parliaments and par-
liamentary committees were

where confidentiality is cru-
cial, Naidu and Birla noted :
there was no requirement of i
maintaining confidentiality of !

the proceedings
Houses, which aretelecast live,

of both :

holding virtual meetings be- Sources said Naiduand Bir- !
cause of the Covid-19 lock- lahave also, for now, decided to
down and demanded that the refer the issue of virtual meet-
Speaker frame guidelines to  ings of pariiamentary commit-
undo confidentiality clauses tees to the rules committees of
that were cited to disallow both Houses. It was also ac-
Housecommittee meetingsin  knowledged that while presid-
India since the lockdown. ingofficersof theHousescould :
In a detailed discussion on  suspend rules, such suspen-

thesubject, Birlaand Naiduac-
knowledged that the fight
against coronavirus would be
alongone, and plans nieeded to

sions would require endorse-

ments by the two Houses.
Chairmen of various com-

mittees of Parliament, inciud-

bedrawn up toexplorethepos:  ing department-related stand-
sibility of holding virtual ses-  ing cormmittees, had urged the
sions with the help of modern  presiding officers to grant per-
technological tools. mission to hold virtual meet- |

Unlike sittings of parlia-
mentary standing committees

ings in light of travel restric—:
tions duetothe };ckd 2 /

P



