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Health workers must
get vaccine first: PM

High-level meer reviews preparedness to combat COVID-19
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Vulnerabl.: groups, includ-
ing  health workers and
those in the general public,
should be identified and
prioritised for early vaccina-
tion, noted Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Tuesday
while chajrine 4 high-leve]
Meeting to review the plan-
ning and Preparations for
vaccination against CO-
VID-19, as and when 4 vac-
cine is available,

He said vaccination of In-
dia’s vast and diverse popu-
lation will need to factor in
1ssues including those relat.
ed 1o management of medi-
cal supply chains, prioritisa-
tion of at-risk Populations,
coordination between diffe-
rent agencies mvolved, as
well ag the rale of private
sector and civil society.

Universal access

“The Prime Minister said
that after the vuineratle
population is vaccinated the
same sheuld be offered to
“anyore, anywhere” with-
out imposition of any domi-

Testing matters: A (3b
technician checking the
results of a COVID-19 test.

cile-related restrictions for
getting the vaccine. Also the
vaccination must be afforda-
ble and universal — o per-
son should be [eft behind
and the entire process from
production to vaccination
should be monitored and
Supported in real tme with
the use of technology,” not-
ed a government press
release,

The Prime Minister also
directed officials to evaluate
1n a broad manner available
technology options that can
form the backbone of the na-
tional endeavour to vacci-
nate everybody in the most

efficient and timely manner
and directed that detajled
planning for such large-scale
vaccination should be un-
dertaken immediately.

The current statys of vac-
cine development efforts
were also reviewed at the
meeting,

Meanwhile in an extep-
sive exercise, Uttar Pra-
desh’s 1.6 lakh ASHAs work-
ers have tracked nearly
30.43 lakh migrant retur-
nees in two phases - 11,24
lakh in the first and 19.19
lakh in the second phase,
noted a release issued by the
Union Health Ministry on
Tuesday.

“They have assisted in
contact tracing and com-
Munity level surveillance.
The ASHAs not only identi-
fied 7965 persons with
symptoms but aiso regularly
followed up on their health
status. They have facilitateqd
fawple  collection  from
2,232 returnees of which
203 were found to be posi-
tive and were referred to CO-
VID health care services,”
the Ministry added.



