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Deat' Mansuldr Mandaviya ri.

I am rvriting to you today to ex?ress rny deep concern about certain
developments in the medical cducation sector. The regulatory body National
Medical Commission, r'ecently. released the nctv guidelines ln tlle
e"..firaordinary gazette of the Union Govel')lr'lrpDt dated August 16, 2023 that
not only caps the number of MBBS seats in e:iistirlg medical colleges, both
government and private, but intl-oduces the ratio of 100 MBBS Seats lor 10

lakh population in the states. fhis \rill imply rhaI Kalnatal<a will not be able.to

opeu new nredical collegcs o| add nrole MBBS seats ln existing hrstitutions if
the guidelines framed by rhe National lviedical Cornmission (NIvtCl for
undetgraduate coul ses coine rDto lirrcc firnr the neyt acadeDlic year:

1. According to data provided in Parliantent, Karnataka has 11,695 seats
(6.58 crore populationJ. AccordiDg to the nsl guidelines, Kamataka
should have only 5,700 seals. The doctor-pop ulation mtio of 1:1,000 is

. also high in all the southenr states \ryhen compaled to the national
averlge of 1:854. Thc guidr.lines rvill uot just deal a body blou, !o plans
by Kal'natalra to have at least one medical college in each district,

?. The idcal of Villasit Bheut envisioucri by the llorible Prlme Miuistcl'
rt,ill lre .: distant dreant lest this pl'oposal shurjld corr]e to force. Dragging
dowl a high perfonnel st:tc likc Kat natrl.:J to make proporfiol)ate thc
dishibution of doctol l)stient l"rio is berefL ot' sound logic. Equal
appli..rtion of principle of oquality aniounts to inequality. hrccntivising
poor pcrfrrrrncl states must be the way tbnvard.

3. This rnove could possilrly slow dor+.n invcstment in medical
infmstntctu.re rbr upcoming doctors. For e state like Karnatakr thrt
prides upon mainstlealn healthcare aud healtlr tourism. tllis move wi[
be a hlow lr: the long n:n.

70'.'. ror fl-t siirvrs ,i,.rw sr, o..!-oo(srs), DGpur, o'Ecron. orREcro'^Ta of r€orc^r aD."J\rofr d 161021202. o3,ro pirI
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4, Our request for AIIMS in Raichur District \vill also be in limbo rf the
declsron is carried forward.

I urge you to recoDsider this potentially grave decision so Urat a state
like Karnataka d<rcs not pa_v the price for being progtessive.

Looking fonvard to an aftirmatile accelelated response.

Witli Warm Regards,

Yours Sincerell,,

Siil.lr-'.,^- - n--zl'
ISIT'DARAMATAH)

To

Srl Mansukh Man.laviya ji,
Unlon Minister for Health and Fanrily Welfare

Goverrment of India,
Room No 3 1.2, 3rd Floor; Nirnran llharlztt
New Delhi - 110001.
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tuo,t tfr/j filldranuiafi Ji,
I lm in rcccipt uf ) our lcttr nulrbdr CMI 79GOI3U23 dated (lS Octolrcr.

20J3 requcsting to tc\ic\\'the nridelinq d.rt d l6th August.2(123 nublishctl
by the Nlvlc.

Y<rurs Sinccrcll'.

{.[]i-. Llansukh \Iandavtt e)

Shri Slddlrlnre,iah.
Chief iUinister of Knrnatak1r.
Vidhana Soudba- BolFaluru-56(X){) I
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rlleNo.Mtru/Jvll<l/2v.4-F.anol-MEl.,lUALEL}UUAIIgNSEU\UompulerNo.t.,zlJl5,

Government of Karnrrtaka

..f .Jr|i

iJo. \1t:D I s7 R(iL; 2023

l-rom
Principal Ser:retary to C(iveflrmcnl.
Medical Education Department.
Bangalorc.

To'
The President.
National Medical Commission.
Pocket- 14, Sector - 8. Drvarka Phase -l .
New Delhi - 110077.

Kamataka Govemment Secr€lari at,

M.S Buildius,
Bangalore. Datd:M I 02/ 2024.

Sir,

Sub: Relaxation of student-population ratio *'hrle issuing Nerv Essentiality

certiticate tbr cstahlishment of ncu g()\'cmmenl mcdical college or

increase of MBBS seats in exirting gi)verrment medical colleges. in the

guidelines for undergraduatc mcJtcal courses issued by Vedical

Assessment & Rating Board of Nati,rnal )r'lcdical Commission.

Ref: l. Cazette notification olNM(-- \l,1RB on establishrnent of ncw mdical
mllege regulatir')n Dated: I 6. ()8. :i.2 :

2. Public noticc Ii'orn \ational Nle(irt:ai { ornmrssion (MARB) No: M-
l(n I I t 05/2{'t21,' N,lARBl N\4(i i)ated 1 5.09.20^13.

Adverting lo the abovB, National Medical ('ornmission in its public notice vide cited

rcfcrcnce has notille<l all stake holders that Funn-l iiissentialitl'Ccrtilicate) has been suitably

modil-led to make il in consonance with the Natio;ial Medlcal Commission (lr{inirnum Standard

requirerncnts for cstablishment of lew mtdical uollegc,'rncrease of seats in MBBS course

guidelines 2023 elfectivc for the acadernjc year )t124-25 onwards. Essentiality certificatc is one

o'l'thc mandatory documents required to he sul'rrrr;ttctl t;: Nalronal Me<lical Comrnission along

rvith the application lbr establishmort of neu (io\ Jnrl:rerll Vedical Collegcs. Furflrer, the public

notice mandate the state Covernmenutjl-s to cousirjer and verily ratio o1'100 lv{BBS seats lbr l0

lakh population in their statcrt iT whilc issuinc nerr [.sisentiality ( crtilicatc lbr csrablishment of
' 

niw mcdical cnllege or increase of MBBS seals in irn erist:ng medical coilcgc in their statc/Lr-T.

India has a diro shortage of hospilal !g(5 rvitlr an approximately 0.5 beds per 1.000

grpulation, which is tb below thc global average of 2.9 bcds per l0(X) population. In fact, on thrs

count. lndia has one oflhe kr*'est bcd pcr gxrpulalicn ur c()llparison to other counrries. As per the

6
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latest data. India ranks 67s in the lisr of 133 dcvcioprns counbies wirh a doctor-population ratio of
tr.8: l000 as against thc WllO nonn oi I : I ()00.

It may be noled here that. the state ,'i'isc pxrpulit:on ocnsus data has not vet becn relcaserl

Jnrm the Govemment of India or the projecl€d populatron has not becn rcieased ftrr the year 2023-

2024 or onwards. In thc state of Karnataka. Lhe population is around 7.00.00,000., of which, the

Bangalore urban population itsell'is ntore than I .i)l).0().1'|00. Thrs l'opulation is spread across the

ll Disticts of FLanr:t1eka. Thoul& r.'e h:rr e ronsirlerabl-' lunrlrer ,'f \.{edicat Colleges ir.

Karnataka, lherc arti Distncts rvhere thsre arc no Cor.3nm!:nt Medical Colleges. The followiog

are the Distdcts. u ilh their 201 I prpularion ccfrsr,rs dela with their prqjectod population growth

as on date.

Sl : \ame of the
\o ' District

, population census drta with
i tbeir projected

Remarks

population owth as 0n date
El" kote 21 52 r.ri5 No Covcrnmenl

medical col

It rnay bc noted fronr the uhovc tahlc that. lhe:-c is a iopulati<.:n qhich is cntitled for the

Right to Health vis-i-r-is a fundamcnlal right guaranteeC to evcr;' citizcn r,ll'lndia under Article

ll of the Constitution oi'hrdia.

l hus ratro ol l(rU jvlUBS scar> li,r l(i iaklr pr-,pulaiiou irr thirt sutc r'UT whilc issuing

Ess€ndalily Certiticatc -a-s rnandatcd in puhlic nottcc is i:ppiietl as wholt'lo re grpulalion of the

Karnatala state, then thc above listetl distnct *,ill he rleprrvrd of tertiary level care of health.

which is the right oftheeitizen untler tlre Constitution of india. Furlher. in solenth schedule under

List-II of Constitution. the Public heallh and sanilation. toslritals irnd dispensaries are under lhc

pun'iew ol' the Siate Gor crnmr"nt. ln the ,,\fliclc -17. the dqlr rrl the State is to raise the level ol

nutrition and tiic srandlrrd rtlliving 111d 1Lr improvl putrlr: hcalth lhercforc. thc health and need

16 1r516hliSh a metlieal urllcre ltr impror'rne thc health cilrc i: ,l tlate suBject Hencc a regulation

l Bangalore R ural i I .21{.,i i9
Vijayapura

{ a11 Qn <Dakshina Krinnada I

6

3

9

Ramiina t'.J-\,J_ q

10.51 3!r.1l'umiarr

Dar

f)har*'ad
Kclar

12. I6..1 ! 0

)1.04,t:t9
lj. i(i.t(i8

l0 l.,,dupi I 1..11.150

1l 13,.53,6:8

i4.80,1t5 are opefationa

iu these distriots

Vijal'anager
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rvhich is Gazctted. without dcliberation and opinion r'i all the stake hoklcrs will lead to the

deprivation ofthc ri€ht oftho citizen unde:- the r:onslrluticn.

Further, Grvernmant of Kamataka is planning lo opcn new Medical College in above

menlioned 11 districts (which is also one of the objectives of Ministry of Health, Government of

India undcr centrally sponsored scheme to have govcmnrent mtvilical college in ever-v district) of

which some arc agriculture bascd background and sorne are industry- basqJ, where there is an

rnflux ofthe population from all parts ofthe country.

It may be noted that in Kamataka large chunii trf the students studying in private medical

collegc of Kanrataka belong to olher States, rnostly fiorl thc nofihcrn statcs of India.

l-trcrelbre, it is hcreby requcsted to cxclu.i(:';-ela1 rhe rnandatc in putrlic notice dated

l 5.09.2023 and Gazette nolification issued dated ,6.ot.2023 wherein thc "state Govemment/UTs

to consider and verify ratio of 100 MBBS seats tirr I0lakh poputation i, their ststduT while

issuing new Essentiality Ceaificatc for establislrmcnt of new medical college or rncrease of

IvIBBS scats in an cxisting mcdical college in their sutc,'Ul" so as 10 provide justice to fie people.

who are deprived their nghrs under the constitution ol India. lor their Right to Life anri thus health.

Thanking You

Yours faithlullv.
i

f iAIa :(;ir

1_.: !1 :J - r.

,_ 2-r^,'Fv,','t -
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