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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA

CIVIL ORIGINAL JURISDICTION

l.A. No. 150757120L8, l.A. No. t43O74l2OL9, LA. No.4853812020,1.A.
No. 129650/2020

IN

WRIT PETITIoN (c) No. s62 qF 2009

SAMAJ PARIVARTANA SAMUDAYA
& ORS. PETITIONERS

STATE OF KARNATAKA & ORS. RESPONDENTS

Based on the direction of this court dated 21.03.2018, the state of1

Karnataka had submitted the plan on 11.10.20L8 being a

"Comprehensive Environment Plan for Mining lmpact Zone

(CEP^/llZ)" for the districts of Ballari, Chitradurga and Tumkur in

order to restore the environmental damage caused in the area by

large scale illegal and reckless mining and to ensure that the

environment in the area may not suffer from any such abuse and

destruction in future. The Central Empowered Committee ('CEC')

had recommended approval of the plan, with certain modifications,

vide its reports dated 22.10.2018 and 16.4.20t9. The ld. Amicus

",".,.,,,,.,".',Curiae has also submitted his note dated 19.06.2020 suggesting

he appointment of a Retired Judge of this Court to function as an

1

VERSUS

ORDER



2

OversightAuthority for the implementation of the plan in question.

Having considered the submissions made by all the concerned

parties and of ld. Amicus Curiae, as recorded in the Note dated

t9.06.2020 and on perusing the reports of the CEC dated

22.10.2018 and 16,04.2019, it is deemed appropriate to order as

follows:

With the consent of all the parties, Hon'ble Mr. Justice B.I

1r.

Sudarshan Reddy, retired Judge of this Court is hereby

appointed as an Oversight Authority to oversee the works

and progress carried out by the Special Purpose Vehicle

i.e. Karnataka Mining Environment Restoration

Authority in terms of the orders of this Court with

immediate effect and inform the State Government of his

taking charge as early as possib/e.

Hon'ble Mr. Justice B. Sudarshan Reddy is at liberty to

take the assisfance of one or tvvo officers of the Stare of

Karnataka and/or retired Judge(s) of the High Court of his

choice to asslsf him for this purpose. lt is made clear that

Reddy ls requested to assume charge as an oversight

Corporation (KMERC'). Hon'ble Mr. Justice B. Sudarshan

2



f 1.L .

1V.

ln-principle approval is granted to the CEPMIZ plan

submitted by the State of Karnataka, as recommended by

the cEC in its reports dated 22.1_0.201_8 and 1_6.04.201_9.

However, the parties are at liberty to place any objections

or submissions before the Oversight Authority with regard

to the CEPMIZ Plan. The Oversight Authority shall decide

the said objections or suggest modifications after hearing

the parties and taking rhe asslsfance of any expert,

including the CEC, as may be required. lf any clarification

is required, the parties would be at liberty to approach

this Court.

Priority of the projects and/or individual projects to be

taken up and implemented by the KMERC under the said

CEPMIZ plan shall be as per the discretion of the

Oversight Authority.

The amounts as collected in terms of the orders passed

by this Court in the present matter shall be utilized by the

in the mining affected disfrrcts of Ballari (including new

3

day to day oversight would not be necessary.

KMERC under the supervision of the Oversight Authority



VI.

v1I,

district of Vijaynagar carved out from Ballari district vide

Notification dated 08.02.2021), Chitradurga and Tumkur.

The SPV funds accrued, excluding the committed

expenditure and contingent liabilities including

reimbursement of funds released by the CEC to the

transferred by the Monitoring Committee to the KMERC,

Future accruals to the SPV account in terms of the orders

passed by this Court shall be transferred to the KMERC

by the Monitoring Committee at the end of every quarter.

The State Government is directed to lssue specific orders

for operationalization of the bank accounts for

vide Notification dated 29.08.20L7Issued by the Finance

Department, Government of Odisha.

vlrl-, Quarterly reports of performance shall be filed by the

SPV before the Oversight Authority during the first year.

Thereafter, the same shall be filed by the SPV every six

4

months.

Monitoring Committee, ls hereby ordered to be

for implementation of the projects under the CEPMIZ.

channelizing the receipts and expenditure as was done



ix. ln addition, having regard to the nature of the funds and

also undertake complete on-the-spot verification about

utilization of the moneys and file a report before Ld.

Oversight Authority.

The Oversight Authority may consult the Comptroller andX

xl",

Auditor General (CAG) and the Principal Accountant

General to ensure that idle and reserve funds may be

deposited in the highest yielding risk-free

i n str u m e nts/s e c u riti e s.

It will be open to the Oversight Authority to approve the

appointment of such Auditors as he may consider

appropriate or request the CAG to get a distinct and

accurate account of the expenditures incurred by the

KMERC from the SPV funds.

Railway Backbone Report, including DPRs of railway

sidrngs and sublines submitted to this Court may be

considered by the Oversight Authority and implemented

5

as may be required.

quantum of funds involved in the matter, the CEC may

xii. lmplementation of the railway infrastructure as per the



3. The Oversight Authority may submit the first report to this Court, as

and when he deems appropriate.

4 We request the Oversight Authority to send his proposal as to

remuneration and office expenditure to enable us to pass orders.

ln terms of the aforesaid directions l.A. No. 15075712018, I.A. No.

14307412019, I.A. No. 4853812020 and l.A. No. 129650/2020 trled

by the State of Karnataka stand disposed of.

J

J

IHrMA KOHLTI
New Delhi,

April 21, 2022.
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ITEM N0.17 COURT NO.1 SECTION PIL.W

SUPREME COURT OF INDIA
RECORD OF PROCEED]NGS

writ Petition(s)(civil) No(s) .562/2009

SAMAJ PARIVARTANA SAMUDAYA & ORS. Petitioner ( s )

VERSUS

STATE OF KARNATAKA & ORS. Respondent(s)

("oNLY'r.A. NoS. 750757 0F 2018 (FOR DTRECTToNS), 1,43074 0F 2019
(FoRDIRECTIONS), 48538 OF 2O2O (FoR DTRECTTONS) AND 129650 OF 2020
(FoRDIRECTToNS) ARE LISTED IN THIS MATTER 0N 21 .04.2022. THE NAMES

OF THE FOLLOWING ADVOCATES MAY BE SHOWN AGAINST THE AFOREMENTIONED
I.AS: MR. SHYAM DIVAN, SR,ADVoCATE (A.C. ), MR. A.D.N. RAo, SR.
ADVoCATE (A.C.) / MR.SIDDHARTH CHoWDHARY, ADVoCATE (A.C.), MR.
PRASHANT BHUSHAN, ADVoCATE, MR. G. S. MAKKAR, ADVoCATE, MR.
SHUBHRANSHU PADHI,ADVOCATE, MR. KUMAR DUSHYANT STNGH, ADVOCATE)

Date : 27-04-2922 This petition was caLled on for hearing today.

CORAM :

HONIBLE THE CHIEF JUSTICE
HONIBLE MR. JUSTICE KRISHNA MURARI
HONIBLE MS, JUSTICE HIMA KOHLI

Amicus Curiae (s )

For Petitioner(s)

For Respondent ( s )

Mr. A,D,N. Rao, Sr.Adv,

Mr. Prashant Bhushan, AoR

Ms. Aparna Bhat, AoR

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
MS.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr,
Mr.
Mr,
Ms,
Mr.
Mr,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr,
Ms.

Tushar Mehta, sG
K,M. Nataraj, ASG
R.Bala, Sr.Adv.
Shradha Deshmukh, Adv.
D.L. Chidananda, Adv,
Rajesh K. Singh, Adv.
Rajat Nair, Adv.
R.R. Rajesh, Adv.
Shailesh Madiyal, Adv.
Vimla Sinha, Adv.
B.K. Satija, Adv.
Pranay Ranjan, Adv
Shubhranshu Padhi, Adv.
T.S. Sabarish, Adv.
Raj Bahadur Yadav, Adv.
Amrish Kumar, AOR
Tushar Mehta, SG

Anitha Shenoy/ Sr,Adv,
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Mr.
Mr,
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Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Ms.
Mr,
Ms.
Mr.

Nikhil Goe1, AAG
Shubhranshu Padhi, Adv.
Omkar Kambi, Adv.
Ashish Yadav, Adv.
Rakshit Jain, Adv.
Vishal Banshal, Adv.

Krishnan Venugopal, Sr.Adv.
Aditya Narayan, Adv,
Rohit Sharma, Adv.
Rounak Nayak, Adv.
Anshul Chowdhary, Adv.
Arju Chaudhary, Adv.
Shravan Kumar Yammanur, Adv.
Akshata Benegal, Adv.
Kumar Dushyant S.ingh, AOR

Mr. P. S. Sudheer, AOR

Mr. Jayant Mohan, AoR

Mrs. Vaijayanthi Girish, AoR

M/s. Lex Regis Law offices, AoR

Ms. Ranjeeta Rohatgi, AOR

Mr. Rajeev Maheshwaranand Roy, AoR

Mr. Arvind Kumar Sharma, AoR

Mr. Kuna1 Verma, AoR

Mr. Rajesh Maha1e, AoR

Mr. Sridhar Potaraju, AoR

Mr. A. Raghunath, AoR

Mr, Anil Kumar Mishra-I, AoR

Ms, A. Sumathi, AoR

Mr, Chandra Prakash, AoR

Mr. Shailesh Madiyal, AoR

Mr, Samir A1i Khan, AoR

Mrs. Anil Katj,yar, AoR

Mrs. Anjani Aiyagari, AoR
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Ms. Manjula Gupta, AoR

Mr. Balaji Srinivasan, AoR

Mr. Shubhranshu Padhi, AoR

Mr. Senthil Jagadeesan, AoR

Mr. Adarsh Upadhyay, AoR

Mr. Merusagar samantaray, AoR

M,/s. Karanjawala & co., AoR

Mrs. Sudha Gupta, AoR

Mr. Bhargava V. Desai, AoR

Mr. P. V. Dinesh, AoR

Mr. Munawwar Naseem, AOR

Mr. Ankur S, Kulkarni, AoR

Mr. Neeraj Shekhar, AoR

Mr. Akhil Anand, AoR

Mr. Rakesh K. Sharma, AoR

M/s. Ap & J chambers, AoR

Mr. Mukesh Kumar Maroria, AoR

Mr, Prashant Kumar, AoR

Ms. Uttara Babbar, AoR

Mrs. Kirtl Renu Mishra, AoR

M/S. Khaitan & Co., AoR

Mr. Snehasish Mukherjee, AoR

Mr. Yashraj Singh Deora, AOR

Sunil Dogra, Adv.
Vivek Vishnoi, Adv.
Abhishek sharma, AoR

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr. Vikas Mehta, AoR

M,/S, Parekh & Co. , AOR
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Mr. Prakash Kumar Singh, AOR

Mr.
Mr,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr,
Mr.
Mr.
Dr.

Dhanjay S. Reddy, Adv.
Hitesh Kumar Sharma, Adv.
Akhileshwar Jha, Adv.
S.Ashok Reddy, Adv.
G. N. Reddy, AOR

Sharan Thakur, Adv.
Mahesh Thakur/ Adv.
Sandiv Kalia, Adv.
Reena Rao, Adv.
Nand Rao, Adv.
Sushil Balwada, AOR

Mr. Chanchal Kumar Ganguli, AoR

Mr. Gurmeet Singh Makker, AOR

Mr. E. C. Agrawala, AoR

[{r. S. S. Shroff , AOR

Shri. Gaichangpou cangmei, AOR

Mr. V. N. Raghupathy, AoR

Mr. Hetu Arora Sethi, AOR

Mr. Pu1kit Tare, AoR

Mr. Rituraj Biswas, AoR

Ms. Rohini Musa, AoR

Ms. Surbhi Mehta, AoR

M

M

M

M

r
r
r
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S.Sukumaran, Adv.
Anand Sukumar, Adv.
Bhupesh Kumar Pathak,
T, G. Narayanan Nair,

AdV.
Adv.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
For

Suhaan Mukerji, Adv.
Nikhil Parikshith, Adv.
Vishal Prasad, Adv.
Abhishek Manchanda, Adv.
Sayandeep Pahari, Adv.
Tanmay Sinha, Adv.
PLR chambers & Co., Adv.
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M

M

M

M

K. Raghavacharyulu, Adv.
Kailash Pandey, Adv.
Ranjeet Singh, Adv.
Gaichangpou cangmei, Adv,

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr,
MS.
Mr.

Mahfoo
Polan k
Shaik
r. vij
Rej esw

zA
iG
Moh
aya
ari

. Nazki, Adv.
owtham, Adv.
amad Haneef, Adv.
Bhaskar Reddy, Adv.
Mukherjee, Adv.

I

of.
I

A

A

No,

No.

K.V. cirish Chowdary, Adv.

UPON hearing the counsel the Court made the following
ORDER

rn terms of the directions mentioned in the signed order,
t50757/20L8, I.A. No. L43074/20a9, T..A. No, 48538/2029 and

a2965o/2020 filed by the State of Karnataka stand disposed

(SATISH KUMAR YADAV) (R,S. NARAYANAN)
DEPUTY REGISTRAR COURT MASTER (NSH)

(Signed order i.s pJ.aced on the file)
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