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“ In their carry encouters with the workers, the outsiders met with
distrust and even with hostility. But those who persisted were in most
cases were successful in taking over the leadership of the unjons. The
most important outsiders to undertake such works were K. T. Bhashyam
and PM. Rama Sharma, two young Bangalore Brahmins of Tamil
Extraction who were closely linked with efforts to develop a Congress
organization in Bangalore. They worked patiently among labourers of
the capital (who were predominantly Tamil and overwhelmingly non-
Brahmin) and, gradually during the 1920s, won their confidence. By
1929 these two men succeeded in establishing under their leadership a
labour association which linked the unions from every major factory
in Bangalore, and the State railway union including workers at the
railway works in Mysore city. They were less successful in their efforts
among the workers in the Bhadravati iron works and the Kolar gold
fields -the former because of its distance from the capital., the later
because of intense factionalism among the mainly Depressed Class
labourers). These Congressmen undertook such work because they were
genuinely interested in improving the workers lives. But they also did
so in order to develop a following for themselves personally and - more
importantly - for the Congress organization which, during the 1920s,
they were seeking to build. In this they succeeded. In later years. their
work as advocates for labourers’ welfare would be repaid by the workers'
willingness to provide manpower for Congress demonstrations in two
major cities of the state.
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"Bhashiyam was an Iyengar lawyer with a modestly successful
practice, a man of great refinement who commanded universal respect.
He was the leading Brahmin figure in the Congress struggle against
the government after 1937 and a minister in the first Congress Cabinet
in Mysore (1947-52)."

"Bhashyam's great contribution was his ability to bridge the
dichotomy between the particians and the poorer nationalists in the
capital. During the early 1930s, the beginning of a sustained Congress
efforts were discernible around Bhashyam."

n

.............. During the first week in October, the 'Council of Action'
was arrested and the Congress office was raided by the police who
seized partly records. This brought a protest from Nehru to the Dewan
and the state Congress then called an 'agitation’ against the government.
The most universally respected politician in Mysore. .... K. T. Bhashyam.
was appointed party 'dictator’ to lead the campaign. ....... on 14th
October, the members of the Representative Assembly including
Bhashyam and all of the non-Brahmin leaders gathered in Mysore city
for the autumn sitting which was to begin the next day. In the early
hours of the morning of the 15th, police arrested Bhashyain at his hotel.
Infuriated that Bhashyam should be arrested while preparing to
participate in the legislative session. Reddy consulted other non-
Brahmin leaders towards dawn and resolved upon a merger."
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(p.86-K.T. Bhashyam on Sir Mirza Ismail in an interview the Tai
Naadu May 1941.)

" Though we differed in our views, I held him in high esteem and
I had personal regard for him ..... I had the hope that he would try to
bring about cordial and friendly relations with us, thereby facilitating
the establishment peace and contentment in the public life of the
State...."
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The public feeling all over the State is so intense that they
resent our act in withholding even for a short time the rehoisting the

National Flag. Thousands of people are ready to face the issue and

suffer to maintain the honours of the National Fal
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workers we felt it our duty to consult you and abide by your decision.
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